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New Orleans, October 1, 2018  

 

SUEZ TECHNOLOGY HELPS NEW ORLEANS PROJECT TO  

CONTROL FLOODING AT THREE DRAINAGE CANALS  

 

• SUEZ Equipment Will Control Flooding, Protect Pumps and Helps Prevent 
Pollution in Lake Pontchartrain 

• The Permanent Canal Closures and Pumps Project is Using 17 Customized 
SUEZ Climber Screen* Systems 

 
After being devastated by Hurricane Katrina in 2005, New Orleans is committed to 

protecting the city from future flooding. As such, as part of the Permanent Canal 

Closures and Pumps (PCCP) project, SUEZ, through its Water Technologies & Solutions 

Business Unit, recently completed the installation of 17 custom Climber Screen 

systems. With this innovative screen technology, the city will be able to control flooding 

and help prevent pollution while directing water back into Lake Pontchartrain. 

 

SUEZ's Climber Screen Model IVS technology was installed for the 17th Street, Orleans 

Avenue and London Avenue canals. The project was complex with many engineering 

challenges, as each outfall canal and pump station had various requirements for different sized 

pumps and flow. The total peak design flow for the 17th Street canal is 10,222 million gallons 

per day (MGD), the Orleans Avenue canal is 2,187 MGD and the London Avenue canal is 

7,301 MGD. 

 

Working in conjunction with Environmental Technical Sales, Inc. (ETEC), the local SUEZ 

representative; Kiewit Infrastructure West Co., the design build contractor; and MR. Pittman 

Construction, SUEZ supplied the Extreme Duty Climber Screens designed to protect the high 

output pumps that remove floodwaters from the collector canals. The system is able to clear 

potentially pump-damaging materials from a submerged bar rack and move them to a 

discharge chute for removal. Debris too large for the screen to remove will stop the screen 

operation to help prevent damage and activate an alarm to make operators aware of the 

blockage. They can then manually remove the object and return the screen to service 

protecting the area from flooding. 

 

“SUEZ has installed more than 100 Climber Screen units in the greater New Orleans area and 

has built a strong relationship with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers over the years. Our 

technology is providing the PCCP project with a low-cost and easy-maintenance option for 

flood control and protection of downstream equipment for the canals and pump stations,” said 

Kevin Cassidy, global leader, engineered systems, SUEZ—Water Technologies & Solutions. 

 

After Hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was authorized 

and funded to design and construct the Hurricane & Storm Damage Risk Reduction System 

(HSDRRS) for Southeast Louisiana. As part of the HSDRRS, the U.S. Army Corps of 

http://www.suez.com/
http://www.degremont-technologies.com/Climber-R-Screen-Mechanical-Bar-Screen
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Engineers awarded the contract to construct the PCCP project to PCCP Constructors, a Joint 

Venture. The PCCP replaced an interim structure constructed in 2006 with a permanent and 

more sustainable measure for reducing the risk of a 100-year level storm surge entering the 

outfall canals. Over the past 10 years, the Corps has strengthened the levees, floodwalls, gated 

structures and pump stations that form the 133-mile greater New Orleans perimeter system 

and improved approximately 70 miles of interior risk reduction structures. 

 

Today's announcement was made at WEFTEC 2018, taking place October 1-3 in New 

Orleans. 

 

### 

 

*Registered trademark of SUEZ; may be registered in one or more countries.  
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About SUEZ  

With 90,000 people on the five continents, SUEZ is a world leader in smart and sustainable resource management. We provide 

water and waste management solutions that enable cities and industries to optimize their resource management and strengthen 

their environmental and economic performances, in line with regulatory standards. To meet increasing demands to overcome 

resource quality and scarcity challenges, SUEZ is fully engaged in the resource revolution. With the full potential of digital 

technologies and innovative solutions, the Group recovers 17 million tons of waste a year, produces 3.9 million tons of secondary 

raw materials and 7 TWh of local renewable energy. It also secures water resources, delivering wastewater treatment services to 

58 million people and reusing 882 million m3 of wastewater. SUEZ generated total revenues of 15.9 billion euros in 2017. 

Find out more about the SUEZ Group  

on the website & on social media 
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