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Trevose, Pennsylvania, May 7, 2019  

 

SUEZ METHANIS BIOGAS MEMBRANE SYSTEM TO  

GENERATE RENEWABLE NATURAL GAS FOR TOPEKA, KANSAS 

 
The Oakland wastewater treatment plant in Topeka, Kansas will generate up to 530 

SCFM of pipeline-ready renewable natural gas (RNG) each year with SUEZ Methanis* 

membrane biogas upgrading. The project, which marks the first North American 

installation of Methanis, will not only offset the operating costs at the plant, but also 

generate additional revenue from the sale of renewable natural gas.   

 

“Biogas capture gives us a way to generate a long-term revenue stream from what would 

have been a waste product,” said Michelle Neiswender, Project Manager for the City of 

Topeka. “It’s good for rate payers, and good for the environment.”  

Biogas is the byproduct of the biological decomposition of organic matter through anaerobic 

digestion (AD). It can be generated from the AD of organic wastes, such as food waste, 

manure, agricultural residues, and sewage sludge at wastewater treatment plants. Methanis  

takes the generated biogas and purifies it to pipeline quality RNG. The system will capture 

more than 99 percent of the methane within the raw biogas, resulting in RNG that can be 

injected directly into pipelines, offsetting the consumption of fossil fuel natural gas.  

 

“With this technology, the plant will be able to convert approximately 700 cubic feet per 

minute of biogas into clean, renewable natural gas,” said Kevin Cassidy global business 

leader for SUEZ – Water Technologies & Solutions. “It’s an impressive project highlighting 

significant environmental and economic benefit.”   

 

Of the 16,000 wastewater treatment plants in the U.S., about 1,500 have AD. While many of 

them use the biogas on site, only a small percentage convert it to renewable energy and sell 

it. If U.S. wastewater treatment plants captured all of the biogas they generated, it would 

meet 12 percent of national electricity demand.  

 

The market for RNG is driven primarily by carbon-offset natural gas credits. Companies 

using natural gas can purchase the credits to offset greenhouse gas emissions, providing 

small and medium-sized users a cost-effective way to reduce their carbon footprint. This 

arrangement allows RNG producers to sell their product at a premium.  
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About SUEZ  

With 90,000 people on the five continents, SUEZ is a world leader in smart and sustainable resource management. We provide 

water and waste management solutions that enable cities and industries to optimize their resource management and strengthen 

their environmental and economic performances, in line with regulatory standards. To meet increasing demands to overcome 

resource quality and scarcity challenges, SUEZ is fully engaged in the resource revolution. With the full potential of digital 

technologies and innovative solutions, the Group recovers 17 million tons of waste a year, produces 3.9 million tons of 

secondary raw materials and 7 TWh of local renewable energy. It also secures water resources, delivering wastewater 

treatment services to 58 million people and reusing 882 million m3 of wastewater. SUEZ generated total revenues of 15.9 billion 

euros in 2017. 

Find out more about the SUEZ Group  

on the website & on social media 

    

 

 


